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Requesting a Rezone

Zone designations established by Seattle's adopted 
Land Use Map regulate uses, size, shape, and loca-
tion of buildings on all property in Seattle.  Any citizen 
may initiate a request for a rezone, which is a change 
to the Land Use Map.   Rezone decisions are made 
by the Seattle City Council after reviewing a report and 
recommendation from the Department of Planning and 
Development (DPD) and the City's Hearing Examiner. 

Requesting a Contract Rezone

A contract rezone applies specifi cally to one site and 
usually to a proposed structure or structures.  Contract 
rezones require approval from the Seattle City Council 
in conjunction with a "Property Use and Development 
Agreement," which provides specifi c limits on the uses 
of the property under the new zoning.  This agreement 
must be signed by the property owner.

Initial Applicant Research

To apply for a rezone or contract rezone, you should 
fi rst obtain general information on the cost, process, 
and criteria from the DPD Applicant Services Center, 
located on the 20th fl oor of Seattle Municipal Tower at 
700 Fifth Ave. (206) 684-8850.  

Chapters of the Land Use Code (including rezone cri-
teria) are available for purchase at the Public Resource 
Center (located on the same fl oor of Seattle Municipal 
Tower or by calling (206) 684-8467).  You can also ac-
cess the rezone criteria online at www.seattle.gov/dpd 
(click on "Codes," select Land Use Code, and go to 
Chapter 23.34).  

Pre-submittal Conference
DPD requires a pre-submittal conference for re-
zone applications.  A DPD land use planner will 
discuss with you the criteria to be considered in the 
department's review of a proposed rezone.  You may 
schedule a pre-submittal conference by calling (206) 
684-8850, or by obtaining a request form online or by 
mail and returning it to DPD.  

DPD applies the fee for pre-submittal conferences is 
applied to the full rezone fee, provided formal applica-
tion for a rezone is made within six months of the pre-
submittal meeting.  When a request for a pre-submittal 
conference is accepted and fees are paid, a project 
number will be assigned to the rezone request.  Refer 
to this project number in all documents and corre-
spondence on the subject of the rezone. 

You will need to fi ll out the Preliminary Application (PA) 
and (if any site disturbance is involved) a 
Pre-Application Site Inspection Request form (avail-
able online, at DPD offi ces on the 20th fl oor of Seattle 
Municipal Tower, or by fax or mail). If a pre-application 
site visit is required, a fee will be charged.

Application Intake

Application requirements for rezones and contract 
rezones are the same, except that contract rezone ap-
plications, if they involve structures, must be accom-
panied by more detailed plans.  Documents required 
for the application intake appointment include a vicin-
ity map, plot plan, notes from the pre-submittal confer-
ence, an environmental checklist, and the attached 
Rezone Information Form. 

Prepare your materials in accordance with the instruc-
tions you obtained at your pre-submittal conference. 
When you have your documents ready, call 
(206) 684-8850 to schedule an application intake ap-
pointment with a land use planner.  
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LEGAL DISCLAIMER:  This Client Assistance Memo (CAM) should not be used as a substitute for codes and regulations.  The applicant is 
responsible for compliance with all code and rule requirements, whether or not described in this CAM.

Please provide complete and accurate information as requested below.  Use additional paper if necessary. 

1. Project number ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
(This number will be assigned at your pre-submittal conference)

2. Subject property address __________________________________________________________________________

3. Existing zoning classifi cation_________________________ Proposed change to____________________________

4. Approximate size of property/area to be rezoned___________________ square feet__________________

5. Legal description of property to be rezoned (attach additional sheet if necessary)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Present use of property ____________________________________________________________________________

7. What structures, if any, will be demolished or removed? ________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Reason for the requested change in zoning classifi cation and/or new use ________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Anticipated benefi ts the proposal will provide _________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Summary of potential negative impacts of the proposal on the surrounding area _________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. List other permits or approvals being requested in conjunction with this proposal (e.g., street vacation)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Owner/Applicant(s) _______________________________________________________________
(signature)

__________________________________________________________
(signature)

Name(s) (printed)  __________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State ______________________________________________________________ Zip _________________

Rezone Information Form
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